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Minutes of the Broughton High School Parent Council Meeting 
Tuesday 26 November 2019 

 
 

Present: See Appendix 1 

Item  Action 

1 Welcome and introductions  

 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 Apologies   

 

Ewa Karwacka, Hal Osler (Cllr) 

 

2 Minutes of previous Parent Council Meeting held on Tuesday 29 October 

The minutes of the parent council meeting held on Tuesday 29 October were approved as a true 
record, proposed by JN and approved by GB. 

The draft minutes from 26 November will be circulated to GB and JW initially, then to the 
attendees of the meeting, and attached as draft minutes to the mailchimp invitation, until they 
have been formally agreed. 

 

 

3 Headteacher’s report: 

JW extended thanks to PC Collins for attending our last meeting. The school remains concerned 
about the impact of cannabis on pupil’s learning. A parent added this can continue to be a 
problem later in life, and can lead to dismissal from employment. Last week, newspaper reports 
confirmed that a small number of pupils are to be expelled from an Edinburgh school for taking 
ecstasy whilst at school. 

PSE for specialist pupils. The PC discussed with JW the various options for delivering PSE to 
these pupils who are not allocated a specific PSE period in their timetable from S3 onwards. The 
conclusion of the discussion was the suggestion that a mandatory short list is drawn up of the 
PSE topics that they should attend, and efforts should be made by the music, dance and football 
academies to ensure the pupils can get to these. 

Update on RPA (Recognising Positive Achievement): 

The Removal of RPA would mean that candidates who are unsuccessful in their National 5 
course assessment but have passed a combination of level 5 freestanding units and the 
National 4 added value unit, will no longer achieve the National 4 course.  

The parent council were very concerned about the decision by the government to remove RPA. 
They felt that the previous qualifications framework of standard grades had met the needs of 
pupils better in this respect, and therefore this was a regressive step. There was a concern that 
this decision may have been influenced by gender and demographic issues. Parallel 
consideration of the N4 and N5 course content and assessment would mitigate some of these 
problems.  

Headteachers across Edinburgh submitted a paper to the government and John Swinney has 
agreed to a meeting in March to hear their views on the implications of this policy decision. 

Update on copyright issue: 

JN outlined the legal copyright issue relating to 3 images that were on the PC website 10 years 
ago. JW had alerted the council regarding this who requested a hard copy. He is awaiting further 
response. 
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Update on house names: 

It was raised that all 4 houses at Broughton High School are named after eminent Edinburgh 
men, and it was suggested that this was not very inspirational for the girls at the school. 

Update on maglocks: 

The original estimate by MITE of £20,000 (this amount was agreed by CEC) has now risen to 
£80,000. This is now at an impasse. Parents noted that Portobello High School insisted on no 
lets until they had lockable doors, although they were able to continue PE lets as they take place 
in a separate block. It is possible BH School could take similar action. 

The BBC are to film 6 pupils tomorrow so they can describe the period poverty initiatives at the 
school. 

Update on traffic island: 

The PC have been informed that the paperwork for the traffic island and the double yellow lines 
is progressing and should be completed in line for a summer build. 

Parents pointed out that the lane is a major access route to the school for emergency vehicles.  

Cars which are parked here narrow the available space in the lane and could potentially impede 

the arrival of a fire engine or ambulance at the school. After the devastating fire at Peebles High 

School and that at Woodmill High, the PC is increasingly concerned about the cars in the lane 

which could block emergency vehicles? 

ACTION: Communication with Road Safety - AR, Letters on cars - JN & PC members 

4 S1 Parents Evening 

GB and CC attended the S1 Parents Evening. The new format was better for a community feel, 
but it got too busy in the hub. The school will be working on an improved model from January 
onwards, which will increase the space available. 

 

5  Maths Camp Update: Friday March 20 to Saturday March 21, 2020 

Cath Stewart and the Maths department have organised a Maths Camp. The proposed date is 
20/21 March. S4 pupils would leave school on Friday afternoon to go to West Linton by coach, 
and will return on Saturday evening. They will run short intense Maths revision sessions 
followed by fun outdoor activities offered by the centre. There are 24 places available. This will 
be released on Monday 2nd December on a first come, first served basis. 

The cost is £50 per pupil, to be paid in installments (£10 will be due in December). The Maths 
Dept are keen that the cost will not be a barrier, so they will liaise with any pupil who wishes to 
go. 
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Traffic Island Progress: 

In response to our recent request for an update, Road Safety replied with this information below: 
The Traffic Regulation Order is going out to first consultation this week to all the legal statutory 
bodies for a 3 week period. Following this it will be drafted up and the target date for advertising 
to public is 29 April 2020. Assuming no objections this keeps us in line for a summer build. 

 ACTION: The PC will continue to keep pressure on Road Safety 
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7 Parent Council officers and sub-group reports  

 PC Chair’s Report - GB 

Ar the North West Locality meeting, there was a presentation on a new policy for bullying 
behaviour. GB made other schools award of the copyright issues. Ferryhill were also present 
and were keen to make more connections between the BH School PC and Ferryhill PC. 

PC Treasurer’s Report - JN 

Treasurer: JN reported that the council funds have been received, and we have a balance of 
£1086.66. 

There was a request from CC for 30 BroWorks mugs for the Careers Fair. The mugs will also be 
used at the Sounds Like Saturday cafe run by the Broughton Association. The cost would be 
£122.00. The PC agreed to this. GR to organise 

The PC agreed to £150 for drinks for the staff at their Christmas event. 

ACTION: AR to liaise with GR to organise 

AR gave a receipt in for £20 for Careers fair refreshments, £30 will go to Bro-Enterprise for the 
brownies. 

PC Communication Group - JN & JW 

Broughton Works Parent Group Report - AR/CC 

BroWorks Breakfasts - the next one is Careers in Civil Engineering. Many thanks to our speaker 
who has kindly volunteered to do this 

The Careers Fair was very successful, over 50 educational institutions and business 
organisations attended. Our thanks to those parents who attended or volunteered at the event. 

There is now a DYW (Developing Young Workforce) noticeboard. Two teachers from business 
will keep it updated. 

 

 

 

8. 

8.1 

 

8.2 

 

 

 

Affiliated Groups 

200 Club  

The PC agreed increased promotion of the 200 Club at events. 

Broughton High School Association Report -  JN 

Lesley Kelly and Nathalie Araujo would welcome new parent volunteers. If you are interested 
please contact bhsassociation@gmail.com. Meetings take place on Thursday evenings at 
7pm at the beginning of each month. 

Sounds Like Saturday cafes (which is organised by Sean MacBride-Stewart) have started, and 
pupils doing the Duke of Edinburgh or Saltire awards have volunteered along with a core group 
of parents. New volunteers are always welcome.  

JN proposed a possible summer event which is being considered by the BA: an international 
pot-luck supper with a ceilidh. JW confirmed that as a PC event, there would not be a lets 
charge. He felt it would be best after the end of exams. If the BA wish to discuss the details with 
pupil council, they should contact Lynn Rough. Other suggestions were involving the HE dept or 
there pupil prizes (for instance for a tin can cook). 

 

9 Parental Engagement 

GB and RT went to talk to Stockbridge Primary School to promote BHS PC. GB and RT are 
happy to continue to do this. Additionally the PC may hold an event open to all the cluster 
primary PC’s at Broughton High School, to answer any parental questions. 

ACTION: Q and A at cluster primaries by the PC 

Outstanding Issues to pursue: 3rd floor Toilet access for S6 

 

 

mailto:bhsassociation@gmail.com
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10 S1 Survival Kit Update 2020 

LL raised a fantastic £1337 and her daughter raised a further £991.20 in sponsorship for the 
Survival Kits.  

Contents: The Write Stuff are very kindly organising costings and a trade discount for her. 
Collins Dictionaries are also showing support. Andy Nicholl has been in touch, and offered to 
increase the publicity for the venture. 

LL has applied for various grants, and will apply for the Lord Provost Award. GMA suggested 
some other funds which might be worth applying to. 

 

11 AOB: Visual Stress/ Meares-Irlen syndrome 

GMA raised the important topic of Visual Stress at the meeting. 50% of the population are 
believed to be affected by this, and it can impact on learning in various ways. 

Visual Stress is a perceptual processing condition that causes reading difficulties, headaches 
and visual problems from exposure to patterns in text, such as lines of text. Visual Stress is 
linked to dyslexia and similar visual learning difficulties. Sufferers experience print distortion and 
fatigue when reading. 

She was surprised to find out as an adult that she had this condition. She had developed her 
own coping strategies for years, but has found the use of tinted glasses has made an incredible 
difference. If any pupils are suffering from reading difficulties, they may want to investigate if 
they have a visual stress problem first.  

This link shows you some of the effects of Visual Stress, (it can be uncomfortable to watch). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FARizLljRkc&t=33s  

Coloured overlays may give your child an initial idea of whether they suffer from Visual Stress. 

ACTION: AR to check testing with Edinburgh University, further discussion by PC 

 

12 Next Meeting: Tuesday 21 January 

PC meeting dates: Tuesday 17 March/ Tuesday 26 May 

 

 
 

Appendix 1  

Attendees:Attendees: 

Gary Bak (Chair PC) 

Claire Cowell (BWPG) 

Alison Franks 

Lindsay Law (Vice Chair PC) 

Lucy Mason 

Gillian McArthur 

Jane Norie (Comms Group/ BA) 

Aletta Ritchie (Clerk PC/BWPG) 

Cath Stewart (Staff member) 

Rozi Thomson  

Jenny Wilson (Comms Group/ 200 club) 

John Wilson (HT) 

 

Acronym 

AGM 
BHSA 
BH School 
CCWP 
(Cllr) 
CfE 

Annual General Meeting 
Broughton Association 
Broughton High School 
Consultative Committee with Parents 
Councillor 
Curriculum for Excellence 

(HT) 
Fte 
(M) 
PC 
SLT 
(SM) 

Head Teacher 
Full Time Employee 
Member of Parent Council  
Parent Council 
Senior Leadership Team 
Staff Member of Parent Council 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FARizLljRkc&t=33s

